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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
REGARDING A PROPOSED SEWER SERVICE CHARGE RATE INCREASE 

 
The Board of Directors of the Carpinteria Sanitary District will conduct a public hearing to consider adoption of a proposed 
increase in sewer service charges on Tuesday, June 7, 2022 at 5:30 p.m.  The hearing will be conducted in the Board Room at 
the District’s Interim Administrative Office located at 1110 Eugenia Place in Carpinteria.   
 
Background and General Information 

The Carpinteria Sanitary District provides public sewer service to almost 4,600 residential and non-residential accounts.  The 
District was formed in 1928 and now owns, operates and maintains over 42 miles of sewer pipelines, eight pump stations, and a 
wastewater treatment facility capable of treating up to 2.5 million gallons of wastewater each day.  We maintain a staff of 15 
highly qualified professionals, many of whom hold licenses and certificates required by the State of California.  

To fund ongoing operation, maintenance and capital needs, the District collects sewer service charges from users of the system.  
These charges are collected annually by the County on your property tax bill, but they are a charge for service and not a tax.  
Sewer service charges provide approximately 90% of the District’s total revenue and they fund the vast majority of operating, 
capital and debt service expenses.  
 
Need for Proposed Rate Increase 

The District works very hard to control operating costs and we will continue to do so going forward.  Despite an intense focus on 
energy and operational efficiency, certain recurring costs are increasing.  These include costs for fuel, chemicals, treatment 
equipment, electrical control systems, insurance premiums and other key elements of our operating and maintenance function. 

Over the past five years the District has implemented critical projects to rehabilitate and replace aging infrastructure at a cost of 
approximately $1.5M per year.  This infrastructure renewal program, which must continue as our facilities age, is necessary to 
ensure consistent compliance with regulatory requirements and to protect public health and the environment.   

The District does have outstanding bond debt (approximately $10M) which funded a major wastewater treatment plant upgrade 
in the mid 1990’s, another large upgrade in 2016, and an administration building replacement project that is nearing completion 
at this time.  Annual debt service payments will remain essentially level through 2026, and will then drop off when the largest 
component of long term debt is retired.  

When the District’s internal fiscal cost and budget projections anticipated a potential revenue shortfall, the District engaged a 
highly qualified, independent consultant to prepare a Wastewater Rates and Fees Study.  This effort included preparation of a 
detailed financial plan and an update to our computerized financial model.  Together these tools were used to assess the actual 
cost of providing wastewater collection, treatment and disposal.  A key step in this process involved allocating costs among 
different customer classes in proportion to the cost of providing service to these customers.  Target reserve fund levels were 
reviewed to ensure an appropriate level of security is maintained for emergency situations.   

Ultimately, the report recommended a series of modest incremental sewer service charge rate increases for all customers to 
ensure that the District’s revenue stream is adequate to provide the desired level of service and to continue to protect public 
health and the environment.  
 
Proposed Residential Sewer Service Charge Rate Increases 

The District’s current annual charge per residential dwelling unit is $731.55.  This flat rate charge is assessed uniformly to single 
family homes, apartments, condominiums and mobile homes. To meet its ongoing fiscal obligations the District proposes 
incremental rate increases over the next five years.  The table below shows the rate adjustments proposed for residential 
customers.  
 

 FY 2022/23 FY 2023/24 FY 2024/25 FY 2025/26 FY 2026/27

Percentage Increase 3.1% 3.0% 3.0% 3.0% 3.0% 

Annual Charge 
Per Dwelling Unit 

$754.72 $777.37 $800.70 $824.73 $849.48 

 
These updated rates would become effective on July 1st of each year through July 2026.  As a comparison, and for information 
only, the following table provides a summary of current year (FY 2021/22) residential rates for other area wastewater agencies.   
 

Sewer Service Provider Annual Charge per Dwelling Unit 
Goleta Sanitary District $530.38 
City of Santa Barbara* $717.36 

City of San Buenaventura* $672.72 
Ojai Valley Sanitary District $719.04 

Carpinteria Sanitary District – Proposed $754.72 
City of Santa Paula* $1,258.92 

Summerland Sanitary District $1,177.00 
City of Fillmore* $1,240.32 

Montecito Sanitary District $1,480.00 
*base charge plus variable rate assuming 10 HCF/month winter water use 

 
Low Pressure Sewer User Surcharge 

An annual surcharge, in addition to the residential SSC, is proposed for properties in the Rincon Point, Sandyland Cove and 
Sand Point Road neighborhoods that are served by District-owned grinder pump systems.  This surcharge, intended to cover 
this higher cost to serve this category of customer, is presented in the following table: 

 
 FY 2022/23 FY 2023/24 FY 2024/25 FY 2025/26 FY 2026/27

Annual Surcharge 
Per Parcel 

$265.31 $273.27 $281.47 $289.92 $298.62 

 



 
Proposed Non-residential Sewer Service Charge Rate Structure 

The District’s current non-residential rate structure was established in 2017 by Ordinance No. 15.  The structure is simple, easy 
to administer, consistent with applicable law, and equitable to all District customers.  Non-residential customers fall into one of 
six strength classes based on standard wastewater characteristics for the specific type of business or use.  The class definition 
is based on the sum of typical biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) and total suspended solids (TSS) concentrations.  Rates are 
based on a standard return rate of 90 percent (i.e. it is assumed that 90 percent of metered water use is discharged to the public 
sewer system).  A cost per 1,000 gallons of water use was determined for each user class.  Annual sewer service charges are 
calculated using the average annual water consumption over a three year period based on actual meter records provided by the 
water purveyor.   

The proposed non-residential rates, outlined in the table below, are intended to recover the actual cost of providing collection, 
treatment and disposal.  As such, the cost per gallon increases as the wastewater strength increases.   
 

Strength 
Class 

Combined 
BOD/TSS 

FY 2022/23 FY 2023/24 FY 2024/25 FY 2025/26 FY 2026/27 

  Rate Per 1000 Gallons Water 
Low < 380 mg/L $11.65 $12.00 $12.36 $12.74 $13.13 

Medium Low 380 to 500 mg/L $12.61 $13.00 $13.39 $13.80 $14.22 
Medium 501 to 710 mg/L $12.83 $13.22 $13.62 $14.03 $14.46 

Medium High 711 to 1100 mg/L $14.40 $14.84 $15.29 $15.75 $16.23 
High 1101 to 1700 mg/L $18.20 $18.75 $19.32 $19.90 $20.50 

Very High > 1700 mg/L Individually Calculated 
MINIMUM CHARGE PER ACCOUNT $754.54 $777.37 $800.70 $824.73 $849.48 

 
These updated rates would become effective on July 1st of each year through July 2026.   

The proposed increase for non-residential customers is proportionally higher than that for residential customers in year one (FY 
2022/23) because reduced residential water use required cost reallocation between sectors.  Owners of non-residential parcels 
are encouraged to discuss the proposed rate increases and new rate structure with tenants and lessees who may be impacted 
by the proposed changes.   
 
Additional Information 

The complete Wastewater Rates and Fees Study can be viewed on the District’s website at www.carpsan.com.  A copy of the 
report is also available for viewing at the District’s Administrative Office and printed copies are available for the cost of 
reproduction.  You may contact the District by phone at (805) 684-7214 or by email at info@carpsan.com with any questions 
about the proposed rate increase.  Written inquiries may also be submitted.  
 
Procedures for Filing a Written Protest 

Protests to the incremental rate increases described above must be submitted to the District in writing by 5:30 p.m. on June 7, 
2022.  Written protests will also be accepted at the public hearing.  All written protests must be signed by the owner or tenant 
and contain a description of the property (address and/or Assessor Parcel Number).  A protest form is available on the District’s 
website at www.carpsan.com.  You may fax your protest to (805) 684-7213 or send your written protest to: 

Carpinteria Sanitary District 
5300 Sixth Street 

Carpinteria, CA 93013 
 

Please do not send protests by e-mail.  They will not be accepted.  At the time of the public hearing, the District will tabulate all 
of the written protests.  If written protests against the proposed rate increases as outlined above are not presented by a majority 
of owners of identified parcels within the District’s service area boundary, the District Board of Directors will be authorized to 
impose the rate increases. The Board of Directors will then consider and may adopt an ordinance or ordinances implementing 
the adjusted rate schedule.  A challenge to new or increased rates must be brought within 120 days pursuant to Senate Bill 323. 

 
Si usted desea recibir este aviso y mas información en español, por favor llame el Distrito al teléfono (805) 684-7214.  También 
nos puede visitar en nuestra página en el Internet en http://www.carpsan.com
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