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Long-planned project will move critical pipeline 
away from bluffs and out of sensitive habitat.

Employee Spotlight: Lance Lawhon
District team member introduces local company to ice cream maker. 
The result is a line of recyclable super-cups.

Jimmy Young and Lance Lawhon tr y out the cup. 

W

Sanitary District team member Lance Lawhon has 
helped bring two local businesses together and the 
result is an environmentally friendly, biodegradable 
cup. In Lance’s role as Engineering Technician, he 
works with area businesses to make sure sewer 
discharges are compatible with District operations.  
When he heard that McConnell’s Ice Cream was 
searching for a “green” ice cream cup, he 
immediately thought of Biosphere Industries, LLC, 
a Carpinteria based company founded in 2002 that 
manufactures earth-friendly, single-use disposable 
packaging systems.  

Lance brought McConnell’s, which has been 
producing amazing natural ice creams since 1962, 
and Biosphere together and the Earth Cup™ was 
born.  Made from a mixture of food-grade fibers 
from the bamboo plant and tapioca starches from 
the cassava plant, the new ice cream and yogurt cup  

is in line with McConnell’s simple ingredients and 
environmentally conscious ideals. So, what can 
you do with your McConnell's Earth Cups after 
enjoying their contents?  Good question. The Earth 
Cup™ can be composted in your home 
composting pile or be rinsed and thrown in your 
curbside yard waste container.  

“McConnell's Earth Cups are so environmentally 
neutral that they have been certified by the US 
Navy to fully dissolve into their natural and inert 
components in the ocean in ten days,” said 
McConnell’s owner Jimmy Young. “There are up 
to ten different ways you can recycle the earth 
cup.  One new option is to fill it with dirt and 
plant a seed in it. When your new friend is 
ground-ready, drop the whole thing in the 
ground!  The cup will return back to the earth.”  
said Young.

The McConnell's EARTH CUP™

    elcome to the Main Line, the fresh look newsletter from the 
Carpinteria Sanitary District.  Our mission is to provide reliable, 
cost-effective wastewater treatment. This newsletter will let you know 
how the District is going about that mission. It’s your view into our 
projects and practices. It’s your opportunity to get to know members of 
the District team. It’s also your invitation to give us valuable feedback.

In this issue we provide an update on the Bluffs Sewer Relocation 
Project. In the coming months we’ll be relocating a critical sewer 
pipeline away from environmentally sensitive habitat and an eroding 
coastal bluff to a location well inland that is safe and accessible.   
Speaking of the environment, two other eco-friendly articles are 
included in this issue - one about the District’s biosolids recycling 
program and another about a District employee linking two local 
businesses together to benefit the planet.

We also have news about the District’s financial status.  We’ve worked 
very hard to control our operating expenses and have been able to 
keep your sewer service rates unchanged since 2004.  Unfortunately, 
the cost of doing business in California and the cost of maintaining a 
public sewer system that dates back to the early 1930s have continued 
to go up.  While a modest rate increase is anticipated to meet our fiscal 
obligations, we are studying all options to keep any adjustments as 
small and manageable as possible.  In these pages you’ll see a 
schedule of upcoming public meetings, an explanation of Proposition 
218, which puts approval of rate and fee changes in your hands, and 
my personal contact information. We want to hear from you.

Reliable, cost-effective wastewater treatment is our mission. It’s also a 
partnership between the District and the community. We look forward 
to strengthening that partnership in 2011 and the years to come.   

Sincerely,   

Craig Murray, P.E.
General Manager
Carpinteria Sanitary District
805-684-7214, x12
craigm@carpsan.com

The Carpinteria Sanitary District is launching a 
significant pipeline construction project that will 
permanently relocate an existing sewer away from an 
eroding coastal bluff and out of environmentally 
sensitive habitat within the Carpinteria Bluffs Preserve.  
To accomplish this, the District will construct more than 
one mile of new 10-inch diameter gravity sewer pipeline 
within Carpinteria Avenue between Dump Road and 
Highway 150. 

This pipeline relocation project has been discussed for 
several years, as the location of the existing sewer 
makes it difficult to access for regular maintenance, 
inspection and emergency response purposes.  Severe 
erosion resulting from an El Niño storm event in the late 
1990s required emergency replacement of a damaged 
section and other actions to stabilize the pipe.  

The existing bluffs sewer line was built in 1961 and has 
been in continuous service for over 50 years.  This 
significant project to relocate the pipeline will cost 
approximately $2.5 million. Fortunately, the District was 
successful in securing a grant from the State Water 
Resources Control Board to cover approximately 50% of 
the implementation costs.  The other half will be funded 
from capital reserves set aside for this improvement project.
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for Rate Study
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The following is a tentative schedule relating to the public review 

and official enactment of a proposed rate and fee adjustment:

The District strives to protect public health and the environment and to provide our customers with 
reliable service at the lowest possible cost.  If you have questions or comments about the RFC study or 
possible rate increases for wastewater services, please contact Craig Murray, General Manager, at 
805-684-7214, extension 12, or by email at craigm@carpsan.com.  Watch for meeting announcements 
and additional information on the District’s rate structure over the next several months. We welcome your 
input and your understanding.

The existing bluffs sewer serves a significant 
number of commercial and industrial users along 
the eastern portion of Carpinteria Avenue.  These 
customers will be reconnected to the new sewer as 
part of the construction effort.  The new pipeline 
has also been designed to accommodate future 
users within this area, based on the City of 
Carpinteria’s Local Coastal Plan and zoning 
designations. 

The District will solicit bids and award the 
construction contract during the first half of 2011. 
Construction is expected to begin in the summer and 
continue through mid 2012.  As with any underground 
utility installation project, there will be short term 
impacts to the community during construction.  While 
our design and planning efforts focus on minimizing 
impacts, you may experience: 

We will greatly appreciate your cooperation and 
understanding during the construction phase. 

Biosolids are rich in nutrients and act as a slow 
release fertilizer and soil conditioner. The 
application of biosolids to land improves soil 
properties and plant productivity, and reduces our 
dependence on inorganic fertilizers. Improving soil 
structure helps reduce wind and water erosion.  

For many decades, the Carpinteria Sanitary   
District recycled biosolids in this cost-effective, 
environmentally sound and publicly acceptable 
manner. Through a public/private partnership with 
Engel & Gray Regional Compost Facility, located 

in Santa Maria, the District’s biosolids are now 
treated to an even higher level.  At Engel & Gray’s 
permitted facility, biosolids are composted with 
green waste to produce a high quality, marketable 
compost.  According to Bob Engel, Vice President 
of Engel & Gray, the process of reusing recycled 
organics is referred to as “completing the cycle.”  
His company distributes finished compost to 
retailers and end users throughout the Central 
Coast under the trade name Harvest Blend 
Compost.  To learn more about the process visit 
Engel & Gray’s composting website at 
www.harvestblendcompost.com.

The District’s current biosolids management 
strategy is an example of beneficial reuse and 
environmental stewardship.   Later this year, the 
District plans to make a limited amount of compost 
available to our customers for use in home 
landscaping projects.  Monitor the District’s 
website as we approach the summer months. 

The Carpinteria Sanitary District was formed in 1928 
to provide wastewater collection and disposal to area 
residents. During the 1930s and 1940s wastewater 
was collected and discharged to the ocean without the 
benefit of treatment. It was during this period that the 
bulk of the sewer system serving the downtown area 
was constructed.

The District's first wastewater treatment plant, 
designed to treat 500,000 gallons per day, was 
completed and put into operation in 1951. Treated 
effluent was discharged directly into the Pacific Ocean 
via an 18" outfall pipe which ran along the eastern 
bank of Carpinteria Creek.

As the community grew so did the sewer collection 
system and the treatment plant. In 1961 the treatment 
plant was expanded and upgraded to a capacity of 2.0 
million gallons per day which included a new, longer 
outfall pipe, biological treatment and anaerobic 
sludge digestion. This facility served the community 
well for over 30 years.

In 1995 the District completed another major upgrade 
to its wastewater treatment plant that involved 
replacement of the majority of the process 
infrastructure. This project was funded through 
issuance of revenue bonds that are being repaid by 
sewer users. The facility now provides full 
“secondary” treatment, including chemical 
disinfection, and effluent quality consistently exceeds 
all State and Federal standards. The plant has the 
capacity to treat 2.5 million gallons per day, with 
current daily flows averaging just over 1.4 million 
gallons. 

Over time, the District's wastewater collection system 
has expanded to include approximately 40 linear 
miles of sewer pipeline ranging from 6" to 24" in 
diameter and seven sewage pump stations, necessary 
to convey flow to the wastewater treatment plant. We 
are continually investing in these capital assets to 
ensure they perform reliably at all times.

“Relocating the sewer outside of the Carpinteria Bluffs Nature Preserve will further 
enhance our natural coastal environment and will result in an enduring benefit to 
habitat and recreational use of the bluffs.  I support the Sanitary District in this 
effort to improve their infrastructure reliability and accessibility.”  
 
Ted Rhodes, Past President  
Citizens for the Carpinteria Bluffs

Biosolids are a product of the wastewater treatment process.  Everything that 
goes down your sink, drain or toilet eventually ends up at the District’s 
wastewater treatment plant.  The organic solids are separated, stabilized 
through a biological treatment process and then mechanically dewatered, or 
dried.  At this stage, the product looks like a dark clay soil with a moisture 
content around 80 to 85 percent.  Historically, this byproduct of wastewater 
treatment was called “sludge” but that name has given way to “biosolids” as our 
society has realized its many benefits.

Independent public finance firm to explore rate adjustment for wastewater 
ser vices; fairness to customers is top priorit y
The Carpinteria Sanitary District engaged Raftelis 
Financial Consultants (RFC) to conduct a study of 
future rates for wastewater services that ensure 
adequate funding of District operations and sufficient 
reserves to meet unforeseen needs.  The study, 
which includes development of a powerful financial 
model, will be conducted through April 2011. 

“With careful oversight, the District has been able to 
hold its rates and fees steady since 2004.   While 
nobody welcomes higher fees, particularly in a 
tough economy, the costs of providing necessary 
services have risen steadily over the past seven 
years,” said Craig Murray, General Manager of the 
Carpinteria Sanitary District.  The detailed work 
now underway will determine the amount of 
revenue the District must collect to meet its fiscal 
obligations for the next five years.  The study will 
also assess rate equity among various user classes 
and identify ways to lessen the financial impacts to 
all District customers.

“RFC will analyze the impacts of projected 
operating and capital expenses through 2016, and 
we will develop a straightforward rate and fee 
structure that meets State guidelines for wastewater 
utilities” said Sudhir Pardiwala, vice president of 
Raftelis Financial Consultants. 

RFC submitted preliminary findings to the 
District’s Finance Committee in mid January.  
In March, the project team will make a 
comprehensive presentation to the Board of 
Directors outlining a proposed, updated rate 
and fee structure.  The presentation will 
coincide with a regular Board meeting and the 
public is invited to attend and provide input.  
No decision about rate or fee increases will be 
made at this meeting.

Proposition 218, passed in 1996, mandates 
public approval of any public utility rate 
increase.  In the coming months, the District 
will send a mailed notice to each customer that 
clearly describes any proposed rate 
adjustment and the procedures for protesting 
the new rates.  Information will also be 
available on the District’s website and 
published in the local newspaper.  A public 
hearing is scheduled for the evening of June 7 
at which time the District will tally written 
protests.  If more than 50 percent of customers 
have filed a protest, the rate increase will not 
be implemented.  If filed protests fall below 
this mark and the Board approves rate 
adjustments, the new rates and fees will go 
into effect as of July 1, 2011.
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Sanitary District team member Lance Lawhon has 
helped bring two local businesses together and the 
result is an environmentally friendly, biodegradable 
cup. In Lance’s role as Engineering Technician, he 
works with area businesses to make sure sewer 
discharges are compatible with District operations.  
When he heard that McConnell’s Ice Cream was 
searching for a “green” ice cream cup, he 
immediately thought of Biosphere Industries, LLC, 
a Carpinteria based company founded in 2002 that 
manufactures earth-friendly, single-use disposable 
packaging systems.  

Lance brought McConnell’s, which has been 
producing amazing natural ice creams since 1962, 
and Biosphere together and the Earth Cup™ was 
born.  Made from a mixture of food-grade fibers 
from the bamboo plant and tapioca starches from 
the cassava plant, the new ice cream and yogurt cup  

is in line with McConnell’s simple ingredients and 
environmentally conscious ideals. So, what can 
you do with your McConnell's Earth Cups after 
enjoying their contents?  Good question. The Earth 
Cup™ can be composted in your home 
composting pile or be rinsed and thrown in your 
curbside yard waste container.  

“McConnell's Earth Cups are so environmentally 
neutral that they have been certified by the US 
Navy to fully dissolve into their natural and inert 
components in the ocean in ten days,” said 
McConnell’s owner Jimmy Young. “There are up 
to ten different ways you can recycle the earth 
cup.  One new option is to fill it with dirt and 
plant a seed in it. When your new friend is 
ground-ready, drop the whole thing in the 
ground!  The cup will return back to the earth.”  
said Young.

The McConnell's EARTH CUP™
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